SMAM

Over the weekend I used our team MPA tweets to gather my highlights of the year to share and discuss in our end of
year celebration assembly. It turned out to be really difficult to only select a few examples to exemplify our school
ethos of ‘learning, believing, growing, achieving’. Children in every year group have had countless opportunities to
learn through well planned units of learning that have been further enhanced by trips, whole school enrichment
events and links with our local community. As I talk to children about their learning, they now talk confidently and
enthusiastically having developed their oracy skills. I am extremely proud of the team for continuing to be resilient and
creative to ensure all children can learn without limits with our aspirational curriculum.
I am particularly proud of the children who demonstrate their self-agency daily; taking responsibility for their learning
and their choices around and beyond the school grounds. When Y1 went to Slimbridge it was commented that our
‘children are a credit to the school and families’. This does not happen by accident but through working together with
families and explicitly teaching our children to learn the life skills that support them to become Minerva global citizens
now and in the future. The team are currently planning and mapping trips, enrichment and celebration events for
each year group. This way all families know what is coming up throughout the year. We look forward to welcoming our
families in to school on a regular basis.
Finally, I want to thank all our wonderful children and families for the support over the year. I wish you all a restful and
joy filled summer break.
Jenny Harvey (Principal)
MPA TEAM INTERVIEWS
This year we have several members of Team MPA moving on to a new chapter in their life. We said goodbye in a
special assembly but three members deserve a special mention and an interview with our pupil council. These three
colleagues, if you add together the years they have worked at Minerva, they have worked with our community for
nearly 90 years. Farewell and thank you to Mrs Reece, Mrs Reynolds and Mrs Dunkerley.

An interview with Mrs Reece – By

Natalia and Ellis

How long have you worked at MPA?
I have worked here for 22 years as a cleaner and SMSA. When I started the school was called Hillfields primary and the
headteacher was Mrs Wilson.
What has changed the most?
Definitely the school building. In the old school it was all on one level and the playgrounds were separate. Inside we
had three different halls for PE and lunchtime.
What are your favourite memories?
I have so many but they all involve the children of MPA. I have enjoyed seeing grow up and sometimes seeing them
year later with children of their own.
What will you be doing in September when we are back at school?
I will be in my garden looking after the flowers.
Is there anything else you want to share with us?
The children are the best thing about the job. It is the only job I have ever had and I have enjoyed everyday.
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An interview with Mrs Reynolds - By Fiza and Seth
How long have you worked at MPA?
I have worked here for 29 years. I first joined Hillfields Park infants. We first joined the junior school then later
became an academy and changed out name to Minerva Primary Academy. I have worked for 6 headteachers.
What has changed the most?
The biggest change has been the knocking down of the old building and the new school being built.
What are your favourite memories?
I have so many happy memories of the children, parents and staff who I have worked with over the years. I have
enjoyed trips, year 6 camp, performances, school fairs and many more adventures.
What will you be doing in September when we are back at school?
I look forward to new adventures in September. I will have more time to spend with family, enjoying craft like
cake decorating and sewing and I will enjoy travelling and visiting new places.
Is there anything else you want to share with us?
I’ve enjoyed every minute I’ve been here and it has been lovely to get to know so many children, see them grow
up and get to know all the families too.

SUMMER SHOWCASE THANK YOU
Announcing our new pupil school council
representatives for September 2022
Our pupil school council this year have been fantastic. They
have worked hard to improve our school based on their
suggestions and that of their class. Three final responsibilities
they had this term were to interview long standing members
of the MPA Team who are leaving, discuss and decide on our
MPA manners to be launched in September and decide on
who will be our new pupil council for September 2022. They
took this responsibility very seriously and planned a robust
procedure. They wanted it to follow the process of applying
for a real job. It included an application form, providing a
person to act as a referee, a short presentation and a
questions and answer session.
A big thank you to Martha, Rayyan and Safa who sat on the
panel to help make a very difficult decision.
The successful children are as follows
KS1:Aliyah
KS1: Great
KS1: Ellis
KS1: Halle
KS2: Zach
KS2: Layla

A huge thank you to everyone who came
out to support our children during the
summer showcase.
We had 4 performances during the day,
showcasing the creativity that we value so
highly in the school, and our fantastic
partnership with music specialists Bristol
Beacon.
Our violinists did a fantastic job, showing
a range of violin and singing skills,
including a song in 2 parts. We heard
songs in other languages, traditional
songs and pop songs, songs about the
environment, school, supporting each
other and being a good friend. We chose
these diverse songs to help bring our
community together, and we hope you
enjoyed them!

KS2: Shukri
KS2: Ivy
KS2: Sofia
KS2: Magnus
KS2: Rio
KS2: Adiin

Congratulations to them all. I look forward to our fortnightly
meetings and to building on the successes of this year.
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MPA TEAM INTERVIEWS

An interview with Mrs Dunkerley - By Zach and Indianna
How long have you worked at MPA?
I have worked here for 28 years. I have worked as a teaching assistant in every year group at least twice. When I
left the infant school moving to year 6 was a bit scary at first!
What has changed the most?
One of the biggest changes has been the building of a new school. I have also seen the joining of Hillfields Park
Infants with Hillfields Juniors. When I joined the two schools were separate with their own headteacher and
staff.
What are your favourite memories?
One of my favourite memories was going on the Year 6 camp and all the wonderful trips that I been able to go
on. There have been so many I have lost count.
Also, I have very fond memories of all the school nativities. All the preparations are enormous, finding or making
all the costumes and props for every child.
Looking back, I also enjoyed the end of term shows where the staff team entertained the children by singing
and dancing.
What will you be doing in September when we are back at school?
In September I will be house hunting or maybe even moving into a new house (fingers crossed). Then I hopefully
will find a new job close to where I will be living.
Is there anything else you want to share with us?
Lastly, I want to say that I will miss everyone at Minerva Primary Academy – pupils, colleagues and parents.
This school has been a big part of my life since I was 5 years old and I will never forget all the dear friends I have
made over the years.
BUG CLUB TOP READERS

1

These are the children who have
taken the most quizzes over the
whole academic year.
1. Artur, 141 quizzes
2. Chloe 281
3. Leilani 423
4. Guiliano 197
5. Adam-Lee 238
6. Naomi 241
7. Federico 423
8. Joshua 335
9. Aisha 282
10. Adiin 562 and MPA's star
reader of the year! 🤩
11. Ma'isha 192
A huge well done to these
pupils.
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WE ARE SAILORS
Well-done to the Y4 boats from MPA who floated (and sunk) at the
Bristol Harbour Festival.
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Y6 Camp was a huge success. The
children enjoyed hiking, farming,
cooking, and creating art and sculpture,
as well as some low rope challenges
and even a mud obstacle course. The
children showed resilience, innovation,
growth mindset and self-agency - but
the best skill of all was the learner
relationships and teamwork. Some
lifelong memories were made by
everyone.

SUMMER CAMP 2022

TIMES TABLE ROCK STARS
This year we have launched 'Times Table Rock Stars' (TTRS) for pupils from Year 2 upwards to help children to
practise and develop their times table knowledge. We know that being fluent in times tables supports future
success in maths.
We have been really impressed with how well children have engaged with this and we can definitely see the
impact this is having on their maths in school. A special well done goes to the following children who are the
'Top Rock Stars' for their class:
Arish 35,421 coins
Akwasi 7,058 coins
Iris 14,982 coins
Ibrahim 28,316 coins
Jabriil 194,936 coins
Joshua 253,553 coins and MPA's star rocker of the year!
Aisha 145,274 coins
Adyan 195,196 coins
Madhav 147,912 coins
Please encourage your child to log on to TTRS over the summer holiday at least 4 times a week to keep up the
practise!

Jen Shaw (Vice Principal)
GOODBYE & GOOD LUCK YEAR 6
We want to share with all families our best ever Y6 SATs results. In a backdrop of nearly three years of a
pandemic, national lockdowns and periods of isolation MPA children have achieved better than national
outcomes in reading, writing, maths and SPAG (spelling, punctuation & grammar)
76% achieved combined which means they met the expected standard in reading, writing & maths. (The
national figure is 59%.)
At the Y6 expected standard our children achieved
Reading: 91% (74%)
Writing: 76% (69%)
Maths: 76% (71%)
SPAG: 76% (72%)
(National headline figure in brackets)

At the Y6 higher standard our children achieved
Reading: 33%
Writing: 15%
Maths: 36%
SPAG: 33%

This is a great achievement for our children as they move on into secondary school. They have all shown they
have developed self-agency by taking responsibility to work hard in school and at home to complete their
weekly home learning tasks. There have also been many times when they have needed to be resilient and
maintain a growth mindset when learning or the situation has not been easy. These outcomes would not have
been possible without the continued support of families throughout children’s primary journey; hearing
children read daily, completing home learning and ensuring children are in in school as much as possible. Year 6
are the bestTWITTER
attending@year
group at MPA.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY
Wow - what a day! It was such a joy-filled experience to see so many flags flying with pride and so many children
dressed in special clothing. Thank you to all the parents who took the time to make, bake, cook and bring in
special items. The children loved learning about different countries that make up part of Team MPA and asked
some fantastic questions back in class too. We already have ideas for how to make next year's International Day
even bigger and better! The EDI Ambassadors worked so hard to make the day a great success

WELCOME PICNIC
On Wednesday 7th September we are inviting all families from Year 1 to year 6 to join the MPA staff team for a
'Welcome back Picnic' in the main playground. The picnic will start at 3:15 and finish at 4:00. Please collect
your child as normal at 3:15 and then find a spot to picnic. Please bring a blanket or fold-up chair and some
food to share as a family. Our wonder Friends of Minerva will be selling drinks and snacks for you to buy.
This will be an opportunity to reconnect with other families after the summer holiday, informal meet your
child's new class teacher and enjoy our wonderful outdoor space.
Please note that children must be accompanied by a responsible adult as the main gate will remain open during
this time.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 1st September:
Inset day
Friday 2nd September:
Inset day
Monday 5th September:
Pupils in Y1 – Y6 welcomed back for new term
(EYFS children see separate letters for staggered transitions)

Team MPA wishes
you all a lovely
summer holiday
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