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Bristol’s Local Offer: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-offer - this 
website will tell you everything you need to know about supporting a child with 
additional needs in Bristol with specific sections all about EHCPs, choosing 
schools, autism support and more. Follow them on Facebook for more up to 
date information about events and groups such as:

Who is the SENDCo at Minerva 
Primary Academy? 

My name is Ella Gibson and I am 
the Assistant Principal at MPA. One 
of my roles is the Special  
Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Coordinator which means I support 
children who need anything 
additional to or different from the 
majority of children across the 
school, from Pre-School to Year 6. 
Please feel free to speak to me on 
the gate if you have any concerns 
or queries.

WECIL: The Befriending service is a well-established 
provision which links Disabled children and young 
people with a volunteer ‘buddy’. They currently offer 
support to Disabled children and young people aged 5-
18 in Bristol. Befrienders offer up to 2 hours of support 
per week, and are recruited in line with local authority 
safer recruitment guidance, which includes enhanced 
DBS checks, training and references.

https://wecil.org.uk/children-young-people/out-about-
bristol/c-yp-befriending/

Having a sibling with SEND can be both 
rewarding and challenging. Often we see 
the impact of living with a child with 
additional needs on a sibling and you 
may see this too. Sibs has a range of 
resources for parents e.g. ‘Coping with 
Festivities’ and helpful tips for coping 
with the changes that different times of 
year like Christmas can bring. 

Note: If you 
live in South 
Glos, look up 
‘Local offer’ 
and you will 
find their 
equivalent 
website with 
slightly 
different 
systems in 
place.

Bristol Parent Carer Forum: 
https://www.bristolparentcar
ers.org.uk/events/ 
This website is great for 
showing parents a day-by-day 
calendar of events for parents 
in the local area – this 
includes learning sessions for 
parents, inclusive sports 
groups and activities, coffee 
mornings and trips/ visits with 
other parents and specific 
support groups e.g. farms, 
soft play, go karting etc. 

Autism friendly swim sessions

https://activecentres.org/autism-friendly-sessions/ 
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Come along to our SEND Coffee 
morning hosted in partnership 
with Bristol Parent Carer Forum 
where you can find out more 
information on what support is 
available locally for your child with 
special educational needs and 
disabilities. It doesn't matter if 
you don't have a diagnosis, we are 
here to support every family in 
Bristol and we are parents 
ourselves so we get it!

There is no need to book, but if 
you would like to register your 
interest then click the link here.
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