MINERVA NEWSLETTER 6
14th February 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we wrap up this term, we are delighted to share some of the wonderful activities and achievements that have taken
place at our school.

We had a successful children's mental health week, where students engaged in various activities focused on the NHS 5
Ways of Wellbeing under the theme of ‘Know yourself, Grow yourself’. Highlights included:

Taking Notice: Children from across the school participated in the RSPB Birdwatch, observing and appreciating the natural
world around them.

Being Active: Our newly designed EYFS outdoor learning space has provided lots of opportunity to enjoy and learn through
physical and creative activities.

Connecting: Year 2 children embraced their inner artists, working collaboratively creating beautiful pieces of art and learn-
ing about different artistic techniques.

Several year groups had the opportunity to go on educational trips this term. We received heartwarming feedback from a
member of the public who emailed the school to commend our children for their excellent behaviour, politeness, and en-
thusiasm. It was wonderful to hear how well our Year 1 children represented the school.

Our first Minerva's Got Talent event was a tremendous success! The participants showcased their incredible talents, and
the audience was thoroughly entertained. Due to the positive response, we are excited to announce that we will be
hosting another Minerva's Got Talent in Term 6 on Tuesday 22™ July 2025.

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. We look forward to seeing you at our
upcoming events and wish you all a restful and enjoyable break.

Warm regards

Jenny Harvey (Principal)

INTRODUCTION TO OUTDOOR PLAY AND LEARNING (OPAL)

ﬁln We are thrilled to announce that MPA is starting a new programme to enhance playtime for our students. The
O? ' Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) Primary Programme aims to boost physical activity, social skills, coopera-

tion, creativity, and overall enjoyment through better play opportunities.
What is OPAL? OPAL has been developed over 20 years and implemented in over 800 schools. It has won several awards,
including the best active school’s programme in Europe. Supported by Sport England, OPAL helps schools create better play
environments.
Why is Play Important? Children spend 20% of their school time playing, which is crucial for their learning and develop-
ment. With changes in childhood habits, many children now spend more time on screens and less time playing outdoors.
OPAL helps address this by providing more opportunities for play at school.
Benefits of OPAL: More enjoyment of school, less time lost to disputes, fewer accidents, improved behaviour
What to Expect: As we improve play opportunities, you might notice changes in how the school grounds are used. Children
may get messier and face more challenges, but these experiences are vital for their wellbeing.
Get Involved: We will be supported by OPAL for 18 months, and there will be opportunities to meet the OPAL mentor and
learn more about the programme. Stay tuned for events where you can see the changes and join in the fun!We are excited
about this project and hope you will support us in making playtime better for all children.

OPAL parent survey: Thank you to everyone that took the time to complete the survey we sent out. A summary of the re-
sults has also been shared.




YEAR 2 LEARNING WE ARE COMPUTER SCIENTISTS
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WE ARE ARTISTS

" With much excitement, many year groups have been getting creative as
- artists this week. We're using different types of paint; powder paint, tem-
pura and acrylics with increasing levels of skill.

. Year 2 have been experimenting with powder paint to create tones of the
| same colour. We even used these skills in our creations as designers, add-
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Of course, celebrating our efforts is the best way to motivate us and to
grow our confidence, so in terms 4, 5 and 6, each year group will have a
chance to showcase their art through an exhibition. Watch this space!

MINERVA'’S GOT TALENT

On Wednesday 12" February, we held our very first Minerva's Got Talent Show. It was a great afternoon and we
are really proud of all the children who performed sharing their talents and interests beyond the school. We had
performances from:

Year 3 - Muhammed dancing and Jasmine singing and signing

Year 4 - Celina, Lola and Rachel in a rock band and Maidah and Halle
Year 5 - Isra singing and Onni playing piano
Year 6 - Zuri dancing and vy drumming
Well done to everyone for taking part.




CHILDRENS MENTAL HEALTH WEEK INTERNET SAFETY DAY
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Here are the links to the websites that we discussed.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 14th February

Last day of Term 3 for pupils.

Tuesday 25th February

First day of Term 4 for pupils,
We look forward to welcoming you all back to school.

Wednesday 5th &
Thursday 6th March
3.30pm—6.00pm

Parents Evening in school.

Thursday 6th March

World Book Day - Pupils can dress up as their favourite book character,.

Friday 21st March

Red Nose Day-Pupils can wear something red with their school uniform. Eg:
a pair of red socks, a red hair band, a red scarf or a red nose!

Tuesday 25th March-
Thursday 27th March

Child learning in class week
(see details in What’s Coming up for term 4 to be published on 28th Febru-

ary.)

Friday 4th April

Last day of Term 4 for pupils.

Tuesday 22nd April

First day of Term 5, We look forward to welcoming you all back to school.
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